

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

Rules Related to Silviculture within Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (14 CCR),

Division 1.5, Chapter 4: 

Subchapter 4, Article 11
895.1. Definitions

For the Coast Forest District:

“Coastal Commission Special Treatment Area” means an identifiable and geographically bounded forest area designated within the Coastal Zone that constitutes a significant wildlife and/or plant habitat area, area of special scenic significance, and any land where Timber Operations could adversely affect public recreation areas or the biological productivity of any wetland, estuary, or Stream especially valuable because of its role in a coastal ecosystem.1 (Reference: Section 31118.5, Public Resources Code.)

For the Southern Forest District:

“Coastal Commission Special Treatment Area” means an identifiable and geographically bounded forest area designated within the Coastal Zone that constitutes a significant wildlife and/or plant habitat area, area of special scenic significance, and any land where Timber Operations could adversely affect public recreation areas or the biological productivity of any wetland, estuary, or Stream especially valuable because of its role in the coastal ecosystem. Special Treatment Areas were adopted by the Coastal Commission on July 5, 1977. Maps or designations of “Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas” are on file in the Department offices within the Southern Forest District.2 (Reference: Section 31118.5, Public Resources Code.)

***

1All Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas were adopted by the Coastal Commission on July 5, 1977, and they include several specially identified areas, Buffer Zones adjacent to designated highways within Coastal Scenic View Corridors, and Buffer Zones adjacent to publicly owned preserves and recreation areas. Maps or designations of Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas are on file in department offices in the Coast Forest District. Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas have been designated according to the following criteria:

A. Scenic View Corridors

B. Sites of significant scenic value

C. Wetlands, lagoons, Streams, estuaries, and marine environments

D. Significant animal and plant habitat areas

E. Recreation areas

The Coastal Commission has also set forth in its designations special management objectives considered essential by the Coastal Commission for the protection of public values within the Coastal Zone.

The following is a listing of the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. In parentheses following the name of each area are capital letters indicating the specific criteria as listed above. The letters referencing the criteria are listed in order of priority of the significance of the various criteria applicable to the area.

(a) Del Norte County. Elk Creek Valley (C), Sitka Spruce Grove (D,A), False Klamath Cove (B,A), Klamath River (B,A,C).

(b) Humboldt County. Freshwater Lagoon (B,C,E), Stone Lagoon (A,B,C,E), Big Lagoon (A,C,B), Big Lagoon Bog (B,C,E), Agate Beach Bluff (B,A), Mattole River (B,C). The King Range National Conservation Area forestlands that parallel the beach: All private inholdings that are within view of the beach trail that are in the recreational zoned western slopes.

(c) Mendocino County. Usal Creek (A,C), Rockport Beach (B), Hardy Creek Knoll (B), Westport (B), Ten Mile River (B,C), Noyo River (A,B,C), Caspar and Doyle Creeks (A), Big River (A,B,C,E), Albion River (A,B,C,D), Navarro River (B,C,A), Navarro to Irish Beach Terrace (A,B), Elk Creek (C,B), Gualala River (B,C).

(d) Sonoma County. Gualala River (B,C), Sea Ranch Area (A), Stewarts Point Area (A), Horseshoe Cove Area (C,B,E), Stockoff Creek and Kolmer Gulch (B,C,D), Fort Ross (A,B), Mill Gulch (A,B), Timber Gulch (A,B), Russian Gulch (A), Sawmill Gulch (A), Sheephouse Creek (A,C,D), Duncan Mills Marsh (A,C,D), South Side of the Russian River (A,B,C,D,E), Willow Creek Headwaters (C,D), Jenner Gulch (C,D), Slaughterhouse Gulch (A,D), Furlong Gulch (A,D), Scotty Creek (C,D), Rough Creek (C,D).

(e) San Mateo County. San Pedro Valley (A), South Montara Mountain (A,B), Butano Panorama (B,E), Ano Nuevo Uplands (A,B,E).

(f) Santa Cruz County. Ano Nuevo Uplands (A,B,E), Waddell Creek (A,B,C,E), Bonny Doon Botanic Area (B,D), Molino Creek (A,B).

(g) Buffer Zones within Coastal Scenic View Corridors in Del Norte, Humboldt and Mendocino Counties.

(1) Del Norte County. Highway 101 from Crescent City to Smith River town along the west side of the highway.

(2) Humboldt County.

(A) Highway 101 from the Moonstone-Westhaven Exit to Big Lagoon Bridge along both sides of the highway.

(B) Old Highway 101 from Trinidad north to Patrick's Point State Park entrance along both sides of the road.

(3) Mendocino County. Highway 1 from Ten Mile River to Sonoma County line along both sides of the highway.

(h) Buffer Zones adjacent to all publicly owned preserves and recreation areas, including national, state, regional, county, and municipal parks.

2 Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas have been designated according to the following criteria:

A. Scenic View Corridors

B. Sites of Significant Scenic Value

C. Wetlands, Lagoons, Streams, Estuaries, and Marine Environments

D. Significant Animal and Plant Habitat Areas

E. Recreation Areas

The Coastal Commission has also set forth in its designations special management objectives considered essential by the Coastal Commission for the protection of public values within the Coastal Zone.

The following is a listing of the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. In parentheses following the name of each area are capital letters indicating the specific criteria as listed above. The letters referencing the criteria are listed in order of priority of the significance of the various criteria applicable to the area.

(a) Monterey County. Del Monte Forest (A,B,D,E), Pt. Lobos Uplands (A,B,D), Malpaso Creek (B), Doud Creek (B), False Sur (B), Little Sur (A,B,C,E), Molera Uplands (A,B,C,E), Big Sur Valley (A,B,C,E), Sycamore Canyon (A), Post Creek (A,B,C,E), Grimes Canyon (A), Toree Canyon (B), Partington Canyon (B,E) McWay Canyon (B), Anderson Canyon (A,B), Burns Creek (A), Hot Springs Canyon (B,E), Lucia Area Canyonmouths (B,E), Mill Creek (B,E).

(b) San Luis Obispo County. Cambria Monterey Pines (A,B)

(c) Publicly Owned Preserves and Recreation Areas. Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas include those forested areas within the Coastal Zone within 200 feet (60.96 m) of all publicly owned preserved and recreation areas including national, state, regional, county, and municipal parks

****

921.3 [961.3]. Silvicultural Methods

The objective of this Section is to prescribe silvicultural methods that will protect the long-term productivity of soils and Timberlands in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas and protect the natural and scenic qualities of these areas. The following silvicultural methods as prescribed below will be applied in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. 14 CCR §§ 913 through 913.6, defines these methods.

(a) Commercial Thinning or Selection Methods. When the commercial thinning or the selection silvicultural method is used the following standards are required:

(1) For an initial entry into an even-aged stand, leave a well distributed timber stand after cutting and logging operations have been completed on the cut area at least 40% by number of those trees 18 inches (45.7 cm) and more dbh present prior to commencement of current Timber Operations and at least 50% by number of those over 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh but less than 18 inches (45.7 cm) or more dbh All leave trees shall be thrifty coniferous trees which are free from substantial damage caused by Timber Operations, and leave trees shall have the characteristics of a “Countable Tree” as described in PRC § 4528(b). No conifer tree shall be cut which is more than 75 feet (22.86 m) from a leave tree 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh or larger located within the Logging Area. Average top stump Diameter, outside bark, shall be considered 1 inch (2.5 cm) greater than dbh.

(2) For timber stands where more than one age class is present, leave at least 50% by number of those trees over 12 inches dbh Leave trees and established conifer regeneration shall amount to 50% of the pre-existing tree crown Canopy cover. All leave trees shall be thrifty coniferous trees which are free from substantial damage caused by Timber Operations, and leave trees shall have the characteristics of a “Countable Tree” described in PRC § 4528(b). No conifer tree shall be cut which is more than 75 feet from a 3 point Countable Tree within the Logging Area.

(3) A report of Stocking as described in PRC § 4587 shall be filed within six months following completion of work as described in the Plan.

(b) Sanitation-Salvage Method. When the sanitation-salvage silivcultural method is used the following practices are required:

(1) Restrictions on time periods for subsequent Timber Operations shall not apply to the sanitation-salvage silvicultural method.

(2) A determined effort shall be made to regenerate any cut area during the first planting season following log removal. Necessary site preparation, planting or seeding shall be completed within the first planting season following logging, except where unusual and adverse weather conditions require extending site preparation and planting into the following planting season. Deficiencies in Stocking shall be corrected by planting annually at least three times if necessary to meet the Stocking Standards in 14 CCR § 921.4.

(3) Where the result of the cutting would have the effect of a clearcut all of the restrictions in this section pertaining to the use of clearcuts shall apply, except for 1) areas which are currently suffering severe damage due to insects or disease and the removal of the entire affected area is

deemed necessary by a forest pathologist or forest entomologist and agreed to by the Director to prevent the spread of the disease or insects, or 2) except for areas which have recently been burned over and the RPF determined recovery of the affected area is unlikely.

(c) Clearcutting Method. The clearcutting method provides for harvesting of the entire existing timber stand in one harvest in an area. Every reasonable effort shall be made by the RPF to use silvicultural methods other than clearcutting to protect the natural and scenic values in the Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas. The clearcutting method is not authorized for Special Treatment Areas in the Southern Subdistrict of the Coast Forest District.

(1) The clearcutting method may be used when justified and explained in the Plan and found in conformance by the Director for one or more of the following reasons:

(A) Leave trees would be subject to severe damage from sunburn, saltburn, and/or windthrow.

(B) Conifer stand improvement necessitates the clearing of a stand of hardwoods.

(C) Leave trees would prevent regeneration of the principal conifer Species.

(D) Old growth stands where 70% or more of the Countable Trees over 36 inches (91.4 cm) dbh are more than 200 years old.

(E) Timber stands where trees are infected with insects or diseases, and there is significant risk for substantial loss of standing timber or timber growth.

(2) Clearcut areas shall not exceed 10 acres (4.047 ha) in size, but may be enlarged to not more than 15 acres (6.070 ha) when explained and justified in the Plan, and when found in conformance with the Rules of the Board. Exceptions to the 10 acre (4.047 ha) size limit may be proposed by the RPF preparing the Plan when in his or her judgment the result will be overall reduction of soil erosion due to logging and road construction, or when it is necessary to include “long corners” to take advantage of topography for a more natural logging unit.

(3) Clearcut areas of 10 acres or larger regardless of ownership shall be separated by a logical logging unit not less than 300 feet (91.44 m) in width between the clearcut areas. Except for the sanitation-salvage, commercial thinning, and selection silvicultural method, no other harvesting shall take place in the unit adjacent to the clearcut areas until a 50% crown cover of conifer tree Species has been attained in the clearcut areas. Contiguous clearcuts may occur without regard to ownership only when the total combined acreage in the area clearcut is no more than ten (10) acres.

(4) Straight boundaries and a quadrilateral appearance should be avoided in defining and logging the area to be clearcut. The outline of the clearcut area should, where possible, be in accordance aesthetically with natural pattern and features of the topography.

(5) The area to be clearcut must be clearly defined on the ground prior to initial inspection so the Department can readily determine if the full intent of the regulations will be complied with.

(6) No area previously cut under any other silvicultural method, except the sanitation-salvage method, shall be clearcut until 10 years have elapsed.

(7) Regeneration after clearcutting shall be obtained by using conifer trees or seed appropriate to the site. Site preparation and the planting of seedlings and/or seeding shall be completed within the first planting season following logging except where unusual and adverse weather conditions require extending site preparation and planting into the following planting season. Deficiencies in Stocking shall be corrected by planting annually, if necessary. Stocking requirements shall be met within 5 years after completion of Timber Operations.

(d) Rehabilitation Cutting. Rehabilitation cutting may be applied to stands where the primary forest management objective is to reestablish full conifer Stocking on lands where brush and hardwoods are the predominate Species. Areas harvested for rehabilitation purposes must be significantly understocked with conifers prior to the proposed harvest. The Director may request that a report of Stocking be submitted by the RPF prior to approval of the Plan. This report will be requested when it cannot be mutually resolved on the ground that the area is significantly understocked. Restrictions applicable to clearcutting in 14 CCR § 921.3(c) shall apply to rehabilitation cutting. Leave trees shall be marked in areas harvested for rehabilitation purposes.

(e) Recutting of Logging Areas. Timber Operations for removal of trees may only be repeated on a Logging Area within less than 10 years after completion of a previous Timber Operation if minimum Stocking Standards have been met, the reasons for the operation are justified and explained in the Plan, and the scenic and/or natural qualities of a stand would be enhanced by lighter or more frequent tree removal. In no instance shall Stocking be reduced below the standards provided in 14 CCR § 921.4 nor shall more than 60% by numbers of those trees 18 inches (45.7 cm) and more dbh and no more than 50% by numbers of those trees over 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh but less than 18 inches (45.7 cm) dbh be removed within any one 10 year period.

On Timber Operations in which cutting has occurred within 10 years preceding the current operations, stumps which are the result of cutting trees within the preceding 10 years shall be counted as trees cut during the current operation in determining percent of trees cut.

Timber Operations conducted under the Sanitation-Salvage Silvicultural Method, and the harvesting of minor forest products and incidental vegetation are exempt from the above provisions of this Section.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 4551 and 4553, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 4551.5, 4561 and 30417, Public Resources Code.

§ 921.4 [961.4]. Stocking Requirements.

The Stocking Standards for understocked Timberlands and Substantially Damaged Timberlands as provided for by 14 CCR §§ 1080 through 1081.1 and 1085 through 1085.6 are not applicable in Coastal Commission Special Treatment Areas in the Coast [Southern] Forest District. After completion of Timber Operations one of the following Stocking Standards must be met:

(a) Basal Area. The average residual basal area, measured in stems 1 inch (2.5 cm) or larger in Diameter at least 125 square feet per acre (28.69 m2 per ha) on Site I lands, at least 100 square feet per acre (22.96 m2 per ha) on Site II and Site III lands and at least 75 square feet per acre (17.22 m2 per ha) on Site IV and V lands, or

(b) Point Count. The area contains an average point count as specified below:

(1) On Site I and II lands, the area contains an average point count of 450 per acre (1111.9 per ha) to be computed as follows:

(A) 450 Countable Trees per acre (1111.9 per ha) not more than 4 inches (10.2 cm) dbh; each tree to count as 1 towards meeting Stocking requirements.

(B) 150 Countable Trees per acre (370.6 per ha) over 4 inches (10.2 cm) dbh and not more than 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh; each tree to count as 3 toward meeting Stocking requirements.

(C) 75 Countable Trees per acre (185.3 per ha) over 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh; each tree to count as 6 toward meeting Stocking requirements.

(2) On Site III, IV, and V lands the area contains an average point count of 300 per acre (741.3 per ha) to be computed as follows:

(A) 300 Countable Trees per acre (741.3 per ha) not more than 4 inches (10.2 cm) dbh; each tree to count as 1 toward meeting Stocking requirements.

(B) 100 Countable Trees per acre (247.1 per ha) over 4 inches (10.2 cm) dbh and not more than 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh; each tree to count as 3 toward meeting Stocking requirements.

(C) 50 Countable Trees per acre (123.5 per ha) over 12 inches (30.5 cm) dbh; each tree to count as 6 toward meeting Stocking requirements.

Redwood root crown sprouts will be counted using the average stump Diameter 1 foot (.305 m) above average ground level of the original stump from which the redwood root crown sprouts originate, counting 1 sprout for each 1 foot (.305 m) of stump Diameter to a maximum of 6 per stump.

Site Classification shall be determined by the RPF who prepared the Plan.

Rock outcroppings, meadows, wet areas, or other areas not normally bearing timber shall not be considered as requiring Stocking and are exempt from such provisions.
Note: Authority cited: Section 4551, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 4551.5 and 30417, Public Resources Code.
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