



 Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (14 CCR),
Division 1.5, Chapter 7, Subchapter 4, Article 3
Fire Risk Reduction Communities List

Article 3 Fire Risk Reduction Communities List

§ 1268.00 Authority

(a) The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (“Board”) shall develop criteria for and maintain a “Fire Risk Reduction Community” list of local agencies located in a State Responsibility Area (SRA) or a Local Responsibility Area Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (LRA VHFHSZ), identified pursuant to Section 51178 of the Government Code, that meet best practices for local fire planning.
(b) Notwithstanding any other references to this list, the Department shall, except for activities described in paragraph (5) of subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 4124.5, prioritize local assistance grant funding applications from local agencies based on the “Fire Risk Reduction Community” list. This prioritization shall not affect applications from entities that are not local agencies.
Note: Authority cited: Section 4290.1, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 51178, Government Code; and Section 4124.7, Public Resources Code. 
§ 1268.01 Intent

(a) These regulations have been prepared and adopted for the purpose of creating a list of local agencies which meet local fire planning best practices and which the Department of Forestry and Fire Protection shall prioritize for local assistance grant funding. 

(b) To promote the equitable distribution of funds for local fire planning and plan implementation, these regulations have been prepared with the intent to provide additional avenues for low-income local agencies to qualify for placement on the list. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 4290.1, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 4124.7, Public Resources Code.
§ 1268.02 Definitions

(a) Board: California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection.

(b) Fire Risk Reduction Community List: A list of local agencies located in a state responsibility area or a Local Responsibility Area Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone, identified and maintained by the Board pursuant to Public Resources Code § 4290.1, which meet fire planning best practices. 

(c) Local Agency: Any county, city, city and county, or city/county agency or department.
(d) Local Responsibility Area (LRA): Any land in the state which is not located in a State Responsibility Area or Federal Responsibility Area and is governed by a Local Agency.
(e) Low
-income Local Agency: A Local Agency with an average household income equal to or less than 80 percent of the median household income in the state or in the county where the Local Agency is located, whichever is higher. 
 (f) State Responsibility Area (SRA): As defined in Public Resources Code sections 4126-4127; and the California Code of Regulations, title 14, division 1.5, chapter 7, article 1, sections 1220-1220.5.
(g) Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ): As defined in Government Code § 51177. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 4290.1, Public Resources Code. Reference: Sections 51177-51178, Government Code; and Sections 4126-4127, Public Resources Code. 
§ 1268.03 Criteria

(a) A Local Agency shall qualify for placement on the Fire Risk Reduction Community List if it meets all of criteria (a)(1) -(4) and at least three of criteria (b)(1) -(3). 
(1) Adoption of local ordinance(s) designating Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones(VHFHSZ) pursuant to Government Code § 51179(a) and 14 CCR § 1280.02. 
(2) Transmission to the Board of findings for all tentative and parcel maps approved for areas located in SRA or LRA VHFHSZ pursuant to 14 CCR § 1266.02. 

(3) A progress report on implementation of fire safety recommendations from the Board upon subdivision review in a Fire Safety Survey (pursuant to 14 CCR § 1267.01) for each community reviewed within the jurisdiction. This report shall be generated by the Local Agency and submitted to the Office of the State Fire Marshal, which shall submit reports it approves to the Board. 

(4) The safety element of the Local Agency’s general plan has been submitted to the Board for review pursuant to Government Code § 65302.5(b), and all recommendations have been adopted. 
(b) A Local Agency shall qualify for placement on the Fire Risk Reduction Community List if it meets at least two of criteria (b)(1) -(5) in addition to all criteria listed in subsection (a). A
 Low-income Local Agency shall qualify for the list if two or more of criteria (b) (1-5) have not yet been met but are included in the safety element of the general plan as policy objectives.
(1) Submission to the Board of a local ordinance which adopts the State Fire Safe Development Regulations (14 CCR 1270-1276). 

(2) Submission to the Board of any local defensible space standards which exceed state minimum standards in 14 CCR 1299.03.  (3) Adoption of a WUI code 

(4) Incorporation of fire hazard mitigation into zoning ordinance

(5) A comprehensive retrofit code or plan for existing homes. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 4290.1, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 51178, Government Code; and Section 4290, Public Resources Code. 
§ 1268.05 List Updates

(a) The Fire Risk Reduction Communities List shall be published on the Board’s website no later than July 1, 2022. 

(b) The list shall be updated no less frequently than biennially, to be effective on July 1. 
Note: Authority cited: Section 4290.1, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 4290.1, Public Resources Code. 
�Input is welcome on this definition, which is based on a definition for low-income census tracts in HSC § 39713. Similar existing definitions use “at least 50% of households have a median income less than 60% of area median income”, or income thresholds by county set by HUD. 


�For further consideration: are these criteria and the numbers of optional and required criteria appropriate? 


�The intent here is to avoid potentially advantaging well-resourced communities over those that are more reliant on grant funding. Other possible means of achieving this have been considered, such as including “Qualification as a Low-Income Local Agency” itself as a criterion in subsection (b).  Input is welcome on how best to achieve equity in this regard. 
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