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STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 4009 

P.O. BOX 942849 
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0071 

(916) 319-2071 
FAX (916) 319-2171 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

8760 CUYAMACA STREET, SUITE 201 
SANTEE, CA 92071 

(619) 258-7737 
FAX (619) 258-7739 

E-MAIL 

Assemblymember.Voepel@assembly.ca.gov 

August 5, 2019 

�ssemhl11 
@alifnrnht �egislafure 

RANDY VOEPEL 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, SEVENTY-FIRST DISTRICT 

COMMITTEES 

VICE CHAIR: AGING AND LONG
TERM CARE 

VICE CHAIR: PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 
AND RETIREMENT 

VICE CHAIR: VETERANS AFFAIRS 
INSURANCE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

JOINT LEGISLATIVE AUDIT 

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Attn: CalVTP 

I?� c�
8Clt "'(/s v�"� '°q.,� I; ?01.9 J,-

PO Box 944246 
- Sacramento--;-CA 94244-2460

To Whom It May Concern: 

�� 

' 
Climate change and fire suppression have led to larger, deadlier, and more destructive wildfires in 
California. The California Vegetation Treatment Program Programmatic Environmental Impact Report 
(CalVTP) is a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)-compliant program that would create a 
streamlined process for communities to engage in prevention projects that would reduce hazardous 
vegetative fuel conditions and restore ecosystem resiliency. 

A combination of manmade and natural factors have resulted in drastic increases in economic losses, 
resulting from not only wildfire suppression, but also lost lives, homes and infrastructure. This crisis 
requires a statewide strategy. The ability to tier the environmental analysis for these projects off a 
statewide programmatic environmental impact report (PEIR) would substantially reduce costs to 
communities and allow them to timely address hazardous vegetative fuel and potentially reduce 
catastrophic losses. 

The CalVTP provides a framework for communities to plan and implement fuel reduction and 
ecosystem resiliency rojects to protect their landscapes fro would like to lend my support 
to the Board of Fore ry and Fire Protection in the d · p ent of the CalVTP. 
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STATE CAPITOL 

P.O. BOX 942849 

SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0115 

August 7, 2019 

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 

Attn: CalVTP 

PO Box 944246 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Extreme wildfire risk is becoming the new norm in California. Last year saw the largest recorded fire in California 

(the Mendocino Complex), and the deadliest and most destructive {the Camp Fire). Fire season is becoming a 

year-round problem. These wildfires cause significant damage to life and property, serious air quality problems 

and jeopardize California's ability to meet its goals of a healthy environment. Many of the areas burned will 

suffer permanent ecological damage. California could end up with many of its forests becoming weeds and 

grasses because of these intense fires. 

Across our state, bigger, more frequent and more intense wildfires are having significant health impacts and 

destroying our communities at an alarming rate. As these losses continue to mount it has become clear that 

public and private partners need more tools to implement wide-ranging fire prevention programs in their 

communities. The California Vegetation Treatment Program Programmatic Environmental Impact Report 

{CalVTP) is a California Environmental Quality Act {CEQA)-compliant program that would create a streamlined 

process for communities to engage in prevention projects that would reduce hazardous vegetative fuel 

conditions and restore ecosystem resiliency. 

A combination of manmade and natural factors has resulted in drastic increases in economic losses, resulting 

from not only wildfire suppression, but also lost lives, homes and infrastructure. This crisis requires a statewide 

strategy. The ability to tier the environmental analysis for these projects off a statewide programmatic 

environmental impact report {PEIR) would substantially reduce costs to communities and allow them to timely 

address hazardous vegetative fuel and potentially reduce catastrophic losses. 

The CalVTP provides a framework for communities to plan and implement fuel reduction and ecosystem 

resiliency projects to protect their landscapes from wildfire. I would like to lend my support to the Board of 

Forestry and Fire Protection in the development of the CalVTP. 

Sincerely, 

Andreas Borgeas 

8
th 

Senate District

F�nk�� 
5th 

Assembly District

-�,.
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August 9, 2019 

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection 

Attn: CalVTP 

PO Box 944246 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 

To Whom It May Concern: 

California continues to face unprecedented threats from wildfires, due in no small part to a warming 

climate and altered precipitation patterns. As author of legislation that provides state and local authorities 

with needed tools to proactively manage vegetative landscapes for mitigating wildfire impacts, I recognize 

the importance of the California Vegetation Treatment Program Programmatic Environmental Impact 

Report (CalVTP). Statewide programmatic environmental impact reports allow for agencies to tier and 

implement consistent projects with greater administrative efficiency and reduced costs.  

I am pleased that CalVTP considers the unique treatment needed for the chaparral and coastal scrub 

ecosystems throughout my district. Central Coast and Southern Californian landscapes vary greatly from 

other California regions, and it is critical that agencies recognize these differences in developing program 

guidelines and implementing specific projects.  

I request that the board continue to incorporate science-based information from experts and conservation 

groups when further developing and finalizing CalVTP, and that CalVTP ensures that projects tiered off 

of it are driven by the most up-to-date science, including science on the differences in mitigating wildfire 

potential in chaparral and coastal shrub landscapes, from forestlands that are more traditionally 

considered.  

I also request that the board continue to consider all science and research from academic experts, 

researchers, and conservation groups that identifies techniques and practices that bolster wildland 

resilience while minimizing disturbance to habitats. We must act to prevent future wildfire risk, and I 

support CalVTP as a tool to do so, but we must also continue to review and incorporate science that 

conserve ecosystems and allow our landscapes to be naturally resilient to changing environmental 

conditions.   

Sincerely, 

Hannah-Beth Jackson 

Senator, 19th Senate District 
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