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FOREWORD 

In the late 1940s the California Division of Forestry published two hand­
books that proved to be very popular and useful. These were respectively 
the Redwood Foi:gst Handbook by jack Reveal and Arnold Wallen and the 
California Pine Region Forest Handbook by George A. Craig and William 
P. Maguire. Although these handbooks have been out of stock for a num­
ber of years, there sh11 has been a demand for them, despite the fact that 
they contain some outdated information and lack recent knowledge of 
value in forestry practices today. 

To fill this need we decided to publish a new combined version of these 
handbooks; this was made possible by financial assistance from the U.S. 
Forest Service. The main purpose of this book is to provide a practical 
forestry guide for the management of the 3.6 million acres of commercial 
forest lands held in farm and small ownerships in California. These lands 
represent 47 percent of the 7.6 million acres of privately owned commer­
cial forest land in the state. This reference is therefore written for use 
principally by such forest owners, timber operators, and forest technicians. 
Of course, forestry students and professional foresters may have some use 
of this text, but in no way will it supplant much more elaborate publica­
tions like the Forestry Handbook produced by the Society of American 
Foresters and many other technical references a forester must utilize. The 
California Forestry Handbook will not make a forester out of a person, nor 
preclude the need for use of consulting foresters in the management of 
many small ownerships. However, this handbook may make it possible for 
a tree farmer, timber operator, or technician to understand and apply 
practical forestry knowledge to enhance his or her situation and thereby 
improve forest management practices in California. 

The author of this handbook is Tobe Arvola, a Fellow in the Society of 
American Foresters. In addition to obtaining a forestry degree from the 
University of California in 1938, the author took pre-forestry courses at 
Humboldt State University and did graduate study in meteorology at 
UCLA and the University of Chicago. He served as Deputy State Forester 
in charge of resource management programs for the California Division 
(now Department) of Foresty for 27 years. Early in his career he also had 
a number of years of experience in timber management with the U. S. 
Forest Service, the redwood industry, and as the first manager of Jackson 
State Forest. Since retiring in 1975, the author produced an earlier GDF 
production-Regulah'on of Logging in California: 1945-1975. 

L.A. Moran 
Director of Forestry 
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